Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.077; wR factor = 0.293; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5.
In the title compound, C 15 H 10 N 4 O 10 , the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 89. 05 (16) . One O atom of one of the nitro groups is disordered over two sites in a 0.70:0.30 ratio. In the crystal, the molecules are linked by weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Burnett & Johnson, 1996) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Related literature
dium (McIvor and Miller, 1965) . The same authors have also prepared methyl 2,2-bis(2,4-dinitrophenyl)ethanoate (title molecule) only in 32% yield by adopting the same procedure. In this article we report an efficient new one pot synthesis to prepare title molecule (scheme) in good yield (65-70%) with high purity. The acetyl group of methyl 3-oxobutanoate has cleaved off during the formation of the title molecule.
The ORTEP diagram of title molecule is presented in Figure 1 . The packing of the molecules features a number of C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) . 
